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Foreword

It is with immense pride that | celebrate along

with members of the QU community the success

of our Class of 2011 graduates as they take their
walk across the stage to receive their well-earned
certificates.

Their achievement is even more poignant this

year as the celebrations will take place at Qatar
University and in the presence of His Highness
The Emir Sheikh Hamad binKhalifa Al Thani. This
moment will be cherished not only by the students
and their families, but by all of us at QU and the
wider community.

The decision to hold the graduation ceremonies
(and those of ensuing years) at QU is to mark the
full significance for its students of the honor and
personal pride of being celebrated and presented
with final certificates in the heart of their alma mater
where they spent their years of study and traversed
the joys, challenges and triumphs of academic and
personal achievement.

In this graduation special, we highlight a few of

the many special moments and achievements

that show our commitment and direction to further
advance QU as an institution of quality and
excellence — one with whom prospective students,
parents, faculty, collaborators and employers
would be proud to be associated.

The breadth of our accreditation success has

been such an inspiration to us all and fuels our

“Their achievement is even
more poignant this year as
the celebrations will take
place at Qatar University
and in the presence of

His Highness The Emir
Sheikh Hamad binKhalifa Al
Thani. This moment will be
cherished not only by the
students and their families,
but by all of us at QU and the
wider community”.

QU community stands
together to wish all the
graduating students all
the very best in their future
endeavors.

stated objective to ensure similar status from top
accrediting agencies across the board for the
colleges, programs and courses that are in the
process, and ultimately for the institution as a
whole.

Our students have done remarkably well over the
past year, notching up a number of firsts as well
as excelling in their exams, as detailed further in
the pages of this newsletter. We applaud them
and their graduating colleagues throughout the
university and wish them all the very best in their
future endeavors whether it is in joining the labor
market or pursuing advanced studies.

As we bid them goodbye, | must also take

the opportunity to honor the members of QU
leadership, faculty and staff who were instrumental
in providing the environment in which our students
were able to flourish and follow their dreams
towards this special day which is the beginning
of the rest of their lives filled with personal and
professional accomplishment and success. |
would also like to thank the parents for providing
the moral and emotional strength to support our
graduating students through their moments of
indecision, challenge, and achievement.



First student board elected
New degree programs

QUSRB

QU students elected the first-ever student
representative board on April 26 following a month
of voting.

The results of the students elected to the QU
Student Representative Board (QUSRB) were
unveiled on April 28 by VP for Student Affairs

Dr Omar Al-Ansari at a press briefing attended

by a large number of students, members of QU
leadership, faculty, and local media. This is the
first such student body at QU -- it will provide

a forum for connecting students and university
administration in a manner that enhances
alignment of goals and common understanding. Its
establishment is in line with QU’s commitment to
engage students in active participation in university
affairs and provides an opportunity for them to
experience and learn the essentials of involvement
in a democratic process.

The Board will comprise 16 students representing
all the Colleges and Foundation Program:

Arts & Sciences (CAS): Saoud Al-Shammari,
Abdulrahman AlObaidly, Noor Abo Hassanein,
Heba Rashid Yasin

Business & Economics (CBE): Fatma Mohammed
Al-Emadi, Abdul Quddoos

Education (CED): Hessa Nader Al-Saad
Engineering (CENG): Ahmad Al-Kuwari, Mai
Hamad Fetais

Law (LAWC): Amna Ibrahim Khalfan;

Pharmacy (CPH): Eman Mohammed Remodan
Sharia & Islamic Studies (CSIS): Duaa Salah
Labeeb, Omar Walid Ayoub

Foundation Program (FP): Hend Saif Al Sowaidi,
Ibrahim Muhammed Awwal

New programs highlight

society’s needs

Building on the needs of the community and the
labor market, the organisation established the
Sport Science Program (SSP) to prepare students
to contribute to Qatar’s role as the “sporting capital
of the world”, Gulf Studies Master’'s Program to
address contemporary issues special to the Gulf
and Middle East region, and Masters’ degree
programs in Accounting, Pharmacy, Environmental
Engineering, and Environmental Sciences, a

PhD in Engineering, and Doctor of Pharmacy
(PharmD). In establishing these programs, QU
also demonstrated its awareness of the need of

its partners in government, academia, business,
industry and civil society for well-qualified
graduates in a wide range of disciplines.

The College of Sharia & Islamic Studies (CSIS)

is preparing to launch Master’s programs in
Jurisprudence. Theology, Advocacy and the Media
in the spring of 2013. This is part of the College’s
plans to upgrade its courses and align them with
the needs of the community.

The College has already established a new
program on Islamic Studies to replace the two
programs “The Origins of Religion” and “Islamic
Jurisprudence, which were phased out in Spring
2011.

CSIS is also looking towards signing an agreement
with the Ministry of Awgaf and Islamic Affairs

to offer a specialization on Endowments to
accommodate the growing service sector in the
country. Likewise, the College is also holding talks
with government, private and public agencies to
plan undergraduate programs to serve the needs
of the labor market.



As the state’s only national higher education
academic institution and a beacon of
excellence in the region, Qatar University has
hosted leading international figures in the
field of politics, academia, law, diplomacy,
business, education, arts & culture, health,
engineering, and science & technology.

QU students had the opportunity to
participate in dialogue sessions and raise
guestions and comments on a wide range
of issues with such leaders as British Prime
Minister the Rt Hon David Cameron, President
of the Federal Republic of Germany H.E.
Christian Wulff, Norwegian Minister of
Education Ms Kristin Halvorsen, former
World Bank Director James Wolfensohn,
International Criminal Court President Judge
Sang Hyun Song, Qatar Minister of State

for International Cooperation Dr Khalid bin
Hamad Al Attiyah, Deputy Foreign Minister
of Cuba H E Marcos Costa, Qatar Attorney
General Dr Ali Bin Fetais Al-Merri, 1987 Nobel
Prize Winner in Chemistry Prof Jean-Marie
Lehn, Ambassador to Venezuela Dr Juan
Hernandez.

Other high-profile visitors included Judge
Constitutional Court of the Republic of
Hungary Dr Habil Stumpf, the Ambassadors
of Hungary, Venezuela, France, Brazil, Iran,
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Uruguay, and
Palestine, top Oxford University academic
Prof Tarig Ramadan, British Foreign &

QU hosts top world leaders and experts to engage students on
current and emerging international issues and trends

Commonwealth Office spokesman Mr Martin
Day, polymer scholar Dr Igor Krupa Head
of Polymer Institute of Slovak Academy of
Sciences, Qatar 2022 Bid Committee CEO Mr
Hassan Al-Thawadi.

QU leadership also received a high-

level science delegation from the state of
Baden-Wurttemberg, south-west Germany
comprising Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy
of the Federal Republic of Germany to

Qatar H.E. Mathias Kruse; Vice-President,
University of Freiburg Prof Dr Heiner Schanz;
President, University of Stuttgart Prof Dr Ing
Wolfram Ressel; President, University of
Tubingen Dr Bernd Engler, Vice-President,
Furtwangen University of Applied Sciences
Prof Dr Michael Lederer; Vice-President,
Reutlingen University of Applied Sciences
Dr Hendrik Brumme; Ministry of Science,
Research and Arts official Nicole Sauer; and
NovaTec consultant Albrecht Staebler. The
group discussed opportunities for exchange
and collaboration in a number of areas
including research, engineering, Islamic
studies, nanotechnology, sport science, and
environment studies.

The organization also hosted a Q&A session
featuring 30 famed Arab women writers, and
a panel discussion with Qatar’s first woman
judge Hessa Al-Sulaiti, Assistant Director

for the Center of Law and Judicial Studies
Mariam Yousef Arab, Vodafone Director of
Legal Affairs Department Nouf Al-Sulaiti, and
practising private lawyer Hend Al Safarr.



Honors curriculum at CPH

College of Pharmacy (CPH) launched

an honors curriculum for its BSc (Pharm)
students in January this year. The proposal
for the curriculum was approved by QU Office
of the Vice President and Chief Academic
Officer.

It involves a combination of the Honors
Freshman Seminars, Core Curriculum Honors
courses and Honors Contract Pharmacy
courses. The courses were chosen on the
basis of quality, complementary content and
alignment with the learning outcomes outlined
by the existing QU Honors Program.

Students who meet the baccalaureate degree
requirements as well as the Honors Program
stipulations will be able to graduate with
honors. They will be required to complete

27 credit-hours of honors/honors contract
courses and achieve a minimum cumulative
GPA of 3.5 at graduation to meet the

program requirements (the Honors Program
requires 25 credit-hours minimum). The
Honors Contract Pharmacy courses will be
delivered across the four professional years of
undergraduate curriculum.

CPH Dean Dr Peter Jewesson and Associate
Dean Sherief Khalifa worked with Honors
Program Director Dr Ahmed Ibrahim towards
the establishment of the collaborative
curriculum proposal.

The initiative represents an opportunity for
the university and the college to recognize
the academic achievements of the best

and brightest students by conferring the
distinction of graduation with honors on those
who meet the rigorous requirements set out
by the Honors Program.

Qatar’s first-ever survey conducted by
QU research center

Findings of the omnibus survey of Qatari
nationals, resident expat workers and migrant
labor workers were released by the Social and
Economic Studies Research Institute (SESRI)
in March.

The survey gathered valuable demographic
information and asked questions on a number
of topics of importance to Qatari society,
namely education and the education system,
economic life and working conditions,
marriage, family and gender roles, the media,
charitable giving, and civic activities and
values.

The survey revealed that on quality of life in
Qatar, Qatari nationals gave the highest rating
of 8.7, followed by resident expatriates (7.9)
and migrant laborers (7.6). 68.2% of Qatari
nationals described the current economic
situation in the country as excellent while 27.5

rated it as good; 92.4% expected the situation
to improve. Across the board, Qataris were
generally satisfied with the overall quality

of the schools in Qatar but the most were
satisfied were those whose children attend an
Arabic-language school.

A significant percentage of Qatari women are
marrying in their late 20s-early 30s, the survey
found. Only 1% of the age group 15-19 is
married; the majority of marriages (59.8%)
occurring after age 25. 14% of the age group
30-34 were not married while of women 35-39,
12.9% were unmarried. The survey will be
conducted annually.



Accreditation successes

During the year, QU continued its push towards
accreditation for its colleges, programs, courses
and centers.

The organization’s most recent accreditation
success was that of the College of Engineering
(CENG) in July 2011 whereby seven of its Bachelor
degree programs -- Chemical Engineering, Civil
Engineering, Computer Engineering, Electrical
Engineering, Industrial & Systems Engineering,
Mechanical Engineering, and Computer Science
-- gained ABET accreditation. The programs

were respectively accredited by the Engineering
Commission and Computing Commission of ABET
Inc, the recognized accrediting body of college
and university programs in applied science,
computing, engineering, and technology.

ABET approval followed an intensive process over
several years of CENG in-house self-study, an
internal peer review, and site visits by the ABET
review team to evaluate program curricula, faculty,
facilities, and institutional support. The ABET
review also included discussions with students of
the respective programs.

The Statistics Program in the Department of
Mathematics, Statistics and Physics at QU College
of Arts & Sciences (CAS) celebrated its success
in March this year in gaining accreditation status
from the Royal Statistical Society (RSS), the UK
professional and learned society devoted to the
interests of statistics and statisticians. It becomes
the third CAS program to be accredited, joining
the 2008 and 2009 successes of the Biomedical
Sciences Program and Chemistry Program.

In January 2011, College of Education won

the distinguished achievement of International
Recognition for Teacher Education (IRTE) from the
world-renowned Center for Quality Assurance in
International Education (CQAIE).

In gaining this prestigious professional recognition

in teacher education, the College became one

of only two in the Gulf and MENA region to be so
recognized. Hence its role as a hub for teaching
excellence is further strengthened in line with

international standards and the objectives of Qatar
National Vision 2030.

Other accreditation exercises are moving forward
at CAS Department of Mass Communication, and
at its Arabic, English, History, International Affairs,
and Sociology programs. Likewise, College of Law
(LAWC) has started the process toward accreditation
from the American Bar Association (ABA) and the
American Association of Law Schools (AALS). As
part of its bid towards full accreditation in 2011,
College of Pharmacy (CPH) hosted the annual
CCAPP review visit which included a meeting with
college faculty, staff and students. The purpose of
the visit was to review progress made since the last
visit, as well as to be oriented on the PharmD and
MSc degree programs.



New centers established

They will provide an environment of academic quality and excellence in line with QU strategic plan

Investment Center @ CBE

In February 2011, the College of Business &
Economics (CBE) inaugurated an Investment Center
designed to provide its students with an environment
of finance and business in which they can apply the
theories presented in the classroom.

The Center is part of the agreement forged

between CBE and Al-Faisal Holdings to establish

an Investment Fund by which CBE students can be
trained in the practice of capital investment, portfolio
development and fund management. Students will
be able to make real investments and manage real

portfolios as they work toward their final qualifications.

About 120 students will benefit from this program
every semester. The Fund is managed by Qatar
National Bank (QNB).

The inauguration of the Center was conducted by
QU President Prof Skeikha Abdulla Al-Misnad in the
presence of Board Chairman of Qatari Business
Association and Chairman of Al-Faisal Holdings
Sheikh Faisal Bin Qasim Al-Thani, QNB officials, CBE
faculty and students.

Sheikh Faisal's participation in the ceremony came
at the time of his selection as Executive-in-Residence
(EIR) at CBE for the month of February. The EIR is

an honorary position established by the College in
2010 to bring top leaders in Qatar into the College’s
classrooms in an effort to link academics with
practice to provide applied management education
for its students.

The Center also follows the establishment of the Al-
Faisal Educational Fund at the College in November
2009.

National Center for Educator

Development @ CED

The Qatar National Center for Educator Development
(NCED), a resource for the development of teaching
personnel to meet the country’s goals towards
education reform, was launched in January this
year by QU and the Supreme Education Council
(SEC). The independent Center will be managed by
the organization’s College of Education (CED) and
operate in partnership with and under supervision of
the SEC.

The initiative will provide the NCED with the authority,
resources and responsibilities to work with the SEC,
independent schools (IS), and international partners
to develop and implement a Qatar-based national
comprehensive educator development program.
The objective of the Center is to increase Qatar’s
internal capacity to prepare highly-qualified IS
educators, and to conduct research and evaluation
of the efficacy of educator development initiatives

in terms of recruitment, development and retention
of personnel and to provide such information to
policymakers and school leaders.



The Janan is launched!

New marine research vessel is equipped with stunning cutting- edge technologies

QU’s new vessel “The Janan” was launched during
an auspicious ceremony held in Vigo, Spain in
June this year.

Members of QU leadership headed by QU
President Prof Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad and
Ambassador of Qatar to Spain H.E. Mr Hamad Bin
Hamad Al Attiya attended the launching ceremony
of the new marine research vessel, which replaces
the organization’s current vessel “Mukhtabar Al-
Bihar”.

The group included QU VP for Research Dr
Hassan Al-Derham, VP and Chief Financial Officer
Dr Humaid Al-Midfaa, Director QU Environmental
Studies Center (ESC) Dr Mohsin Al-Ansi, ESC
Associate Professor of Marine Sciences Dr
Ebrahim Al-Ansari, and ESC Head of Internal
Affairs Dr Ebrahim Al-Meslimani.

Importantly, the vessel is a generous donation
presented to QU by H.H the Heir Apparent and
Chairperson of QU Board of Regents Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani.

The “Janan” is named after the island located in
the western part of the Qatari peninsula. It was built
in the Vigo shipyard of Freire, the world-famous
manufacturer of scientific research vessels.

The “Janan” has an overall length of 42.8 meters,
breadth of 10 meters, gross registered tonnage of
more than 600 tonnes, maximum draught of 3.7

meters which will allow it to reach the most shallow
areas of the Arabian Gulf, normal cruising speed of
12.5 knots and maximum speed of 14 knots. The
vessel can sail for 21 days, and accommodate a
total of 30 technical and scientific staff.

It is equipped with two main engines, allowing it to
work near oil and gas platforms, has the ability to
function on generators without relying on the major
engines, and contains a de-positioning system

to stabilize the vessel using satellites. It has 5
sophisticated research laboratories, and electrical
generators. Facilities also include an environment-
friendly sewage treatment unit, water desalination
plant, an ER for medical emergencies, and a diving
room.



Firsts of firsts

Excellence and success

In an emotional and uplifting ceremony held on
June 13 at the Ritz Carlton Al Wohsail Ballroom,
Qatar’s first pharmacy graduates received

their certificates and were celebrated for their
achievement. The 18 students were the first
graduating class of the College of Pharmacy’s
(CPH) 5-year BSc (Pharm) degree program and
the first from an international pharmacy program
to be accredited by the Canadian Council for
Accreditation of Pharmacy Programs (CCAPP).
Likewise, 13 students from the Biomedical
Sciences Program celebrated the distinction of
being the first QU students outside of the US to
gain certification from the American Society of
Clinical Pathologists (ASCP). They were honored
in a high-profile event held at Hamad Medical
Corporation ceremony on June 12.

Meanwhile, the first-ever hedgehog tracking
project in Qatar, conducted by three students of
the Department of Biological and Environmental
Sciences, continues to receive local, regional
and international attention. The field study is
being carried out at QU Farm where they have

been tracking Ethiopian hedgehogs, a desert-
adapted species mainly found in the African,
Middle East and Gulf region. The study was started
with financial support from the Undergraduate
Research Experience Program (UREP) under the
Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF).

Findings of the study were presented at the

2nd Student Scientific Forum at Sultan Qaboos
University, Oman on April 3-4, and later at the

UK Mammal Society’s Easter Conference at
Nottingham University on April 15-17, followed by
a seminar on April 19 at the Wildlife Conservation
Research Unit, Department of Zoology, Oxford
University.

Taking their project research further afield, the
students took part in a 10-day research study

trip to Japan on September 14-24 to compare
fieldwork on similar species between Qatar’s desert
environment and Japan’s temperate climate; to
learn field methodologies useful for biodiversity
research in Qatar; and to experience an “open
class” where researchers and the general public
work in the field together.



Building skills and winning

In May this year, the Continuing Education Office
(CEQ) and College of Law (LAWC) in conjunction
with the American Bar Association Rule of Law
Initiative (ABA-ROLI) held the first ever continuing
legal education program in Qatar. The program
comprised an intensive series of workshop sessions
designed to engage lawyers in upgrading their skills
and competencies towards enhanced readiness for
negotiation and other legal processes.

It drew over 50 participants of LAWC graduates and
other lawyers and legal professionals representing
various law firms and legal departments of leading
organizations in Qatar such as Ras Gas, Qatar
Foundation, Al Tamimi Law Firm, SNR Denton, Qatar
Financial Centre Regulatory Authority, law offices of
Gebran Majdalany, LaLive in Qatar, LLC, and Qatari
Diar.

The 10-day-long program addressed such topics
as “Essential Skills for New Lawyers and Legal
Professionals” and “Strategic Negotiation Skills” and
was delivered by legal experts Prof Joan Bullock,
Florida A&M University School of Law; Marcia Levy,
Sullivan and Cromwell LLP New York; Prof Denise
Madigan, Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution,
Pepperdine University School of Law California;

Roy Ford, Nicholas Barclay, Monita Barghachieh,
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Machaille H Al-Naimi, and Jassim Al-Asmakh, Patton
Boggs LLP Doha; and Marlana Valdez, ABA-ROLI.
The program underlined the Continuing Education
Office’s commitment to providing essential continuing
education programs in keeping with the needs

of the local community and the College of Law’s
determination to provide the legal community in
Qatar with state-of-the-art legal education that would
sharpen lawyers’ skills and to help new lawyers to
better develop their future careers.

QU wins big in NPRP 4th Cycle

One of the top achievements during the year was
the windfall of grants awarded the organization in
the NPRP 4th Cycle. Of 145 winning proposals
submitted by researchers from Qatar and around
the world, QU won 64 with a total amount of QR177
million. Based on its successes in previous NPRP
cycles, QU has achieved the largest number of
winning proposals funded by the Program

The grants were awarded for a wide range of
disciplines -- engineering and technology (30),
humanities and social sciences (15) natural sciences
(11), health and medicine (8), and agriculture (1).



As part of a cooperation agreement signed between
the Materials Technology Unit (MTU) and a number
of schools in Doha to advance a culture of research
for Qatar’s youth, these two program have brought
a new perspective on learning about science to a
large number of high schools students throughout
the independent schools in Doha. The programs
are designed to create a stimulating environment
for scientific research and problem-solving-based
activities that will improve academic achievement,
motivation and love of learning and discovery among
students to increase their capacity for innovation.
Under the respective programs, students joined
MTU research teams for scientific practice and
experiments, using state-of-the-art equipment at the
Unit. During the workshops, students participated
in a series of activities geared towards creative and
critical thinking, problem-solving, and discovery.
They also learned the methodology and application
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“Discover Science” and “Al Bairaq” impact high-schoolers

Appreciation of science and scientific innovation and discovery

of research techniques such as experimentations,
observations and conclusions towards developing
innovative evaluation and problem-solving skills.

The students also benefitted from interactive sessions
in which they were taught cooperative learning skills,
teamwork, and the ability to identify and access

the talents and capabilities of their colleagues

in advancing the research process towards a
successful resolution.

Equally, teachers benefitted from the program and
will be able to adapt the methods and techniques
used in the program to their teaching approaches.
The programs’ structure included an evaluation study
conducted by the project teams to assess the impact
of the workshops on the students and to uncover their
thoughts and vision on scientific research. The study
evaluated the students’ progress which findings were
helpful to workshop coordinators in making relevant
modifications to the programs.



Distinguished Students

Al Moutasem Adnan

Al Samarray, Electrical
Engineering

“My high scores in mathematics
and physics encouraged me to
choose my major and expand my

knowledge in this field. Working in

a well-known, dynamic company
to serve Qatar society is one of
my short-term ambitions. | am
very eager to work in a learning
environment where | can utilize
the knowledge | acquired during
my academic journey. Pursuing
graduate studies is definitely a
significant part of my long-term
dreams”.

Hanine Taouk, English
Literature and Linguistics
“My major along with a minor in
mass communication opened
new bright horizons for me. |
extend profound appreciation
to my family, friends, and QU’s
leadership and faculty for
paving the way and easing the
obstacles | faced. | could not
have completed this journey
without facing some difficulty
but my strong belief in Allah and
my parents’ continuous support
guided me through it”. Hanine
currently is an editor at QU

External Relations Department. “I

am grateful for the opportunities
QU has provided me. | extend

my sincerest gratitude to one of my mentors Dr
Hassan Tamman who passed away a year ago
-- | was fortunate to be one of the students to

whom he generously transferred his considerable

knowledge”.
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Ahmad
Jamal Al
Kahloot,
Electrical
Engineering
‘I am proud
to be a
graduate
from an
international
academic
institution that
harnesses the
full potential
of its students
and has
a host of
well-qualified regional and international faculty.
| acquired wide-ranging knowledge in many
disciplines such as energy, communications and
electronics. | hope to witness a decade in which
all the Arab world is transferred from being a
consumerist society to a strong, productive and
efficient one”.



Faisal Mohammed Hassan Al Kohajy, Law

“I spent the most enjoyable years at the College

of Law. | believe that lawyers can make a
remarkable change in a community and contribute
to establishing a unified society based on national
laws and regulations. My sight deficiency
restricted me from choosing any practical
disciplines, and | strongly trust that | made the right
decision and believe in my abilities to utilize the
theoretical sciences | acquired in the field of law”.

Khawla

Al Meer,
Geography
— Urban
Planning

“| believe that
the major you
choose to
pursue is the

key to success

and academic
distinction.
QU invests
considerable
effort to gain
international
accreditations.
It also
harnesses
the enthusiasm and academic aspirations of its
students. My main goal is to be a successful role
model who is able to engage in the labor market
alongside male counterparts and participate in
developing architectural urban projects in line with
the values stated in Qatar National Development
Strategy 2011-2016".
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Omran Fahmi Khudair, MA Business
Management

“The Master’s in Business Management provides
students with the most practical and scientific
mechanisms in the field of international business
management. Such tools are applicable worldwide
in all businesses and could improve the quality
of life in all aspects. My BA in pharmacy will be
supported by the business techniques | learned
at QU which will give me added skills towards
improving healthcare using these techniques”.



Agreements signed and Chairs

established

The extent of Qatar University’s importance as an
institution of quality education and best practices
is reflected in the number of strategic agreements
signed with leading companies and institutions

in Qatar, as well as the number of Chair positions
conferred, with the view to further advance the
culture of research at QU to find solutions for
everyday problems facing the society.

MOUs

An agreement signed last year between QU and
Qatar Green Building Council (QGBC) under the
theme “Better Education, Better Environment”,

is aimed to promote awareness and disseminate
knowledge on green building and sustainability
among the youth and student community in

Qatar. It will establish mechanisms that enhance
the educational process through the integration

of professional expertise in the field of green
buildings and sustainable environments and

to create efficient and effective channels for
incorporating real life conditions into education.
An MOU with Qatar Museums Authority (QMA) in
January this year will pursue mutually-beneficial
initiatives in the academic, cultural and scientific
fields in the area of teaching, training , research,
internship, joint events and cultural exchange. The
collaborative effort will touch on different domains
with focus on science, history and archaeology,
arts, culture and museum studies.

Students from the Department of Health Sciences
will benefit from a clinical training agreement
signed with Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC)
in a collaborative effort to provide biomedical
sciences and human nutrition students with training
opportunities on clinical practice and health
delivery at HMC. The aim of the training is to
strengthen their knowledge, skills and experience
in preparation for their future employment in
various sectors throughout Qatar.

An MOU signed between College of Pharmacy and
the College of Pharmacy of the Medical University
of South Carolina, US will set the framework

for cooperation of mutual benefit including
PharmD and MSc student and faculty exchange,
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internships, joint course and continuing education
delivery and research collaboration.

An agreement was signed between QU and
global business software leader SAP which will
provide CBE faculty with the tools and resources
needed to teach students how technology can
help enable integrated business processes and
strategic thinking. Additionally, it will add value

to the personal and professional portfolios of the
College’s graduates and place them ahead in the
job market.

QU and the Brookings Doha Center (BDC)

signed an MOU to establish the BDC-QU Visiting
Fellowship Program, the objective of which is to tap
into the two organizations’ established expertise in
research and academia in the Gulf, and create a
targeted discussion on the future of Qatar and the
broader region during a critical time of transition.
An MOU signed with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
will establish a wireless telecommunications
network in the southern African islands of Comoros.
The project will be executed in coordination with
Politecnico di Torino, Italy.

Additionally, a 5-year agreement was signed with
the Politecnico to further mutual cooperation in
education and research.

QU's new Visiting Professors Initiative will be
supported by ExxonMobil Qatar, as announced

in September. The initiative will host two world-
class professors from renowned global universities
at QU to teach in various disciplines, with a

focus on engineering, math and science. The
visiting professors will provide a unique learning
experience which will enhance the technical skills
and competencies of QU students.

A research agreement was recently signed with
ConocoPhillips (COP) Water Technology Ltd and
the Global Water Sustainability Center (GWSC), a
co-venture between ConocoPhillips and GE Power
and Water to develop a new desalination process
based on membrane distillation. Qatar Electricity
and Water Company (QEWC) and Kahramaa will
provide advisory and technical support.



Chairs

The Msherieb Chair in Architecture was established
to support QU in developing qualified architects
who can own and further Dohaland’s new
architectural language, balancing environmental
and cultural sustainability with the needs of a
modern metropolis, thus ensuring architectural
sustainability in Qatar’s future development.

The Maersk Oil Chair in Environmental Engineering
at QU was established with a focus on protecting
Qatar’s marine habitats and supporting offshore
environmental studies, as well as providing a
valuable link between education and industry.

The faculty chair will support the Master’s

in Environmental Engineering at College of
Engineering (CENG) for a period of 3 years.

An agreement was signed with ORYX GTL in

May to establish an Academic Chair in the
Department of Mechanical and Industrial (MIE)
Engineering at the College of Engineering (CENG).
The purpose of the agreement is to support
qualified Qatari students towards graduation

and future employment with ORYX GTL in line
with the commitment of both organizations

to the Qatarization strategy and towards the
achievement of Qatar National Vision 2030. The
Chair will provide opportunities for research and
consultation to both parties within the framework
of collaboration in the field of gas operations and
production.

A professional Polymer Chair was established at
Materials Technology Unit (MTU) in conjunction
with the Department of Chemistry & Earth Sciences
through an MOU with Qatar Petrochemical
Company (QAPCOQO). The Chair will develop new
research, application and training programs in

the plastics industry which will be integrated into
undergraduate student projects, graduate theses
and summer internship/training programs to boost
sharing of knowledge at all levels.

QU and ictQATAR agreed to extend the ictQATAR
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Chair for an additional three years starting in the
2012-2013 academic year. The Professorial Chair,
held at the College of Engineering (CENG), has
responsibility for establishing research programs
and initiatives that will upgrade Qatar’s ICT service
sector, and works simultaneously with ictQATAR
and QU students and faculty to develop research
activities that boost ICT knowledge.

Likewise, the organization and Qatar Shell renewed
the Shell Sustainable Development Chair and
reiterated the commitment to continue and embark
on research programs to further sustainable
development in the country.

Alumni keep connected

Through the Alumni Section of External Relations
Department and the various alumni clubs at QU,
graduates continue to demonstrate the quality of
excellence they acquired during their academic life
at QU through their advocacy activities on behalf
of the QU alumni community and the wider Qatari
society.

The Alumni Reunion is an annual extravaganza that
provides graduates the opportunity to re-connect
with the university, and network and share news
and experiences with their peers, past teachers
and current students. QU has graduated a number
of individuals who now serve in high-ranking
positions in the country and each year, more are
following in their footsteps.

QU alumni have organized an number of events

to showcase the talents of its community as well

as to highlight social issues in the community. An
art exhibition by alumna Maryam Al-Mussa drew

a wide audience to view her work which was
inspired by traditional Qatari folkloric textiles such
as besht, Al-dara’a, Thawb alnashl, and alsadw.
QU graduates also organised and participated in
the first Awareness Week for Deafness and Hearing
Impairment and 5th Autism Awareness Week held
in April this year.
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Anniversary

of the Gulf Cooperation Council:
Achievements and Prospects
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Department of International Affairs
and Gulf Studies Program

Ibn Khaldoon Hall (22" Nov.)

Conference Hall — Administration Building (23 Nov.)
22-23 November 2011

8:30am — 4:30pm
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